
Pen Pal Pointers:  Week 2 
 

• Please leave the grade sheet (blue) in your journal.  I will remove it each week 
before delivering the journals and then put it back before I return the journals to 
you.  Your pen pal will not see your grades. 

• If you did not include a picture in your first letter, you must include a picture this 
week or you will lose points. 

• Grade Last Week’s Problem:  If your pen pal answered your question, grade it 
in a polite, non-judgmental way.  Use check marks and write notes so they (and I) 
can tell the problem has been graded.  If they were wrong, make sure you explain 
why and show them how you wanted them to do the problem.  Be careful, if they 
did the problem correctly, but not exactly how you wanted, do not say they are 
wrong.  For example, if they identified a trapezoid as a quadrilateral, they are 
correct. 

• Use praise words only when appropriate.  Don’t write “GREAT!” if they got the 
problem wrong – write “Good Effort.”   

• Answer Their Problem:  If they sent you a problem, make sure you answer it.  
Show your method and all of your steps.  You should not say you used a 
calculator (and you should not use a calculator).  If their question is unclear, try to 
answer what you thought they meant and ask them for help understanding the 
problem.  (Check with me if you do not understand your question or how to 
answer it.  I can help!) 

• Be sure to answer all of the child’s questions about you.  
• Do not correct your pen pal’s grammatical mistakes.  We are math teachers, so we 

will only grade the math. 
• Do not send presents.  (Even if your pen pal sent you something.) 
• Your letter should be about one page of your normal handwriting.  You should 

put your math problem on the next page. 
• Your journals are due at the beginning of Thursday’s class.  You should have 

your letter finished when you arrive.   
 
 

This Week’s Problem 
This week the students are working on lines of symmetry, slides, flips, and turns.  They 
are also working on naming solids and the number of faces, edges, and vertices each one 
has.  The back of this sheet has a basic example of each type of question.  Be creative!  
You only need to include one problem.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Example: How many lines of symmetry does each of the following figures have?  Can 
you draw them? 

     
 
 
 
Example:  Identify each of the following as a slide, flip, or turn. 

              
 
 
 
Example:  Name the following solid.  Count the number of faces, edges, and vertices. 
       
      Name: __________________________ 
 
      Faces: ________ 
 
      Edges: ________ 
 
      Vertices: ________ 
 
 
*If you include a three-dimensional solid please print the picture from a webpage and do 
not attempt to draw it by hand. 
 


